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 “Ghosts of Rwanda”

(June 16, 2004) 

In 1994, the Rwandan people witnessed some of the most horrific displays of violence of the last century. Many of the damaging consequences of the genocide continue to plague the region today.

Friends of Rwanda, Inc. and local Amnesty International activists invite the public to a screening of the Frontline documentary “Ghosts of Rwanda”, on Thursday, June 24 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. EST.   The screening will be held at the Manuel’s Tavern located at 602 N. Highland Avenue, Atlanta GA.   Q&A with Julia Powell, co-producer, will follow.
"Ghosts of Rwanda," a special two-hour documentary to mark the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide -- a state-sponsored massacre in which some 800,000 Rwandans were methodically hunted down and murdered by Hutu extremists as the U.S. and international community refused to intervene – examines the social, political, and diplomatic failures that converged to enable the genocide to occur. 

Through interviews with key government officials, diplomats, soldiers, and survivors of the slaughter, "Ghosts of Rwanda" presents groundbreaking, first-hand accounts of the genocide from those who lived it: the diplomats on the scene who thought they were building peace only to see their colleagues murdered; the Tutsi survivors who recount the horror of seeing their friends and family slaughtered by Hutu friends and co-workers; and the U.N. peacekeepers in Rwanda who were ordered not to intervene in the massacre happening all around them. The documentary features interviews with Canadian Gen. Romeo Dallaire, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, former U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and former National Security Adviser Anthony Lake as well as haunting interviews with the Hutu killers themselves, and a powerful interview with BBC journalist Fergal Keane who traveled through Rwanda as the genocide was drawing to a close.

In addition to dramatic accounts of events on the ground in Rwanda -- including the frenzied evacuation of all U.S. citizens and foreign nationals even as Rwandan citizens begged in vain for protection from the murdering mobs -- "Ghosts of Rwanda" follows the "high politics" of Washington, New York, and Europe, examining how an internal policy debate that placed national interest above humanitarian responsibilities prevented officials from responding to the Rwandan crisis. 

The film also reveals in detail how the Rwandan Hutu extremists not only secretly planned and executed a detailed plan for genocide, but also calibrated their actions to ensure that the West would not intervene. 

While "Ghosts of Rwanda" investigates the relationship between Africa and the West, the film also details the personal experiences of the few foreigners who stayed in Rwanda and had an enormous impact like Philippe Gaillard of the Red Cross. Gaillard was the only representative of a major aid organization to remain in Rwanda throughout the genocide. Although his organization has a tradition of quiet-spoken neutrality, Galliard decided Rwanda was different, and he went public with his estimate of how many people had been killed in a matter of two weeks: 100,000. 

"Ghosts of Rwanda" concludes by examining the aftermath of the genocide, the lessons learned -- and not learned -- by the international community, and by questioning whether the phrase “never again” has more meaning today than it did ten years ago.

A discussion of the documentary and question/answer session will be held immediately following the screening at Manuel’s Tavern located on North Highland Avenue.  

The event is free.  A $5 donation is requested.  For more information, contact Ntare Karitanyi at (770) 403-0744 or Natalia Taylor at (404)931-7509.

The event is sponsored by Friends of Rwanda, Inc. and Amnesty International Atlanta Central Africa Regional Action Network.

